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Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the Hi 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, commencing at 7-30pa 


President: Nrs Claire Dalmanssssssssssees Secretary: Urs Pat Harphyssssssevevees 
Treasurer: Mr John Gregurkessssseseeeves Rditor: Ur Brian Andrewessssssevvsens 
Postal Address: PO Box 328K, Ballarat West, 3350 


DIARY DATES 
3rd APR. Meeting. Conservation Values of Remnant Vegetation - 
A Study of Blampied - Kooroocheang Area. Speaker - Chantelle 
James, Environment Management student, Ballarat University. 


5th APR. Excursion. Landcare features of Blampied - 
Kooroocheang area. Leader Chantelle James. Depart Creswick 
Plaza 9-30 am 


21st APR. Committee Meeting. Brian Andrews’, 
7-30pn. 


Ist to 31st MAY. Photographic Exhibition. Night Skies - The 


Art of Deep space. David Malin / Anglo Australian University. 
Ballarat Fine Art Gallery. 


lst MAY. Meeting. Cinnamon Fungus - Declining? Speaker - Dr 
Gretna Weste, former Reader in Botany, Melbourne University. - 


TBA. Excursion, Lal Lal and Mt Dooran Forests. Leaders Dr 
Gretna Weste and Lindsay Fink. 


FIELD REPORTS 
Red-browed Finches, 20-30 Meredith, also 2 Wedge-tailed Eagles 
(from Narnbool), Lindsay Fink. 
Swamp Wallaby still on islands (2nd and 4th) at Lake Wendouree 
- it must swim! Remnants of Ibis nests at Winter Swamp. 
Hobbies (2), in Lake St Wendouree, Alan Morrison. 
Black Cockatoos, drinking at trough, 12th Feb. Young Rainbow 
Bee-eaters, feeding on the wing! Mt Monk, near Castlemaine, 
Brian Gavin. 
White-throated Needletail and Butcher birds, Ken Hammond. 
Wild Elephant, charged vehicle,Victoria Falls Reserve, 
Elizabeth Stayt. 
Black Kite, Feb 4th, Mosquito flat, Frank Harrap. 
European Wasps, abundant this year, several members. 


Front Cover, from "all about AUSTRALIAN BUSH GARDENS", Maloney, 
Walker and Mullins. 
pl 


MARCH MEETING 
AGM. The following members were elected to the committee :- 
Claire Dalman (President), Greg. Binns (Vice President), Pat 
Murphy (Secretary), John Gregurke (Treasurer), Brian Andrews 
(Editor), Helen Burgess, Lindsay Fink, Brian Gavin, Carol Hall 
and Margaret Rotherham. 

Avis Barlow and Tony Dyson did not re-nominate, due to 
other commitments. The club thanks Avis and Tony for the work 
they have done while serving on the committee! 

John presented the Treasurer’s Report and Greg presented 
the President’s Report, which is reproduced below. 


PRESIDENTS’ REPORT 

I have pleasure in presenting the forty-fifth annual report of 
the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat. 

A review of the Club’s needs for the past year reveals a small 
increase in members numbers to forty nine. This would seem a 
very small membership in relation to the population of our city 
and the need still exists for all members to impress on fellow 
citizens the club’s worth and the benefits to be gained from 
membership. However a pleasing feature has been the relatively 
high numbers of members attending meetings and excursions. 

The syllabus for the past twelve months reminds us of the 
varied, interesting and enjoyable programme we _ have 
experienced. On behalf of the Club I record our sincere thanks 
to the speakers and excursion organizers for their greatly 
appreciated contributions to the life of the Club. In response 
to requests from members, mid-month half day excursions have 
been made to check the status of bush areas close to Ballarat. 
Involvement in extramural activities has continued. We have 
maintained our affiliations with the Victorian Field 
Naturalists’ Clubs Association, the Field Naturalists’ Club of 
Victoria and the Trust for Nature. We exchange publications 
with our neighbouring Naturalists’ Clubs. We note with regret 
the decline of the Western Victorian Field Naturalists’ Clubs 
Association after more than thirty years of fruitful activity 
in the western half of the state. The WVFNCA has merged with 
the VFNCA which has recently restructured and we look forward 
to the development of this state-wide body as an effective 
force in the cause for conservation of the natural environment. 
Members have attended and assisted with gatherings and 
workshops conducted by the association. 

Submissions have been prepared and forwarded with regard to the 
following issues:- Mt Buninyong Reserve Management Plan, Box- 
Ironbark Forest and Woodland Investigation, Enfield Forest Park 
Management plan and the need for a management plan for the 
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Cobboboonee State Forest. 

The Club is currently involved in the ongoing development and 
trialing of the Ballarat Regional Database CD-ROM. John 
Gregurke and Pat Murphy have been contributing to this project 
from their store of botanical knowledge. 

The Lake Wendouree Study Kit , prepared for the Lake Wendouree 
Advisory Committee, has finally been placed on CD-ROM by Peter 
Brennan and Craig Huggins of the University of Ballarat. We 
now await a decision from the City of Ballarat concerning its 
placement and further use. 

An event of significance was negotiated by the Committee 
towards the end of 1997 - a change of meeting venue after more 
than forty years at the School of Mines in Lydiard Street 
South. The new meeting rooms , at the Rural Studies Department 
of the S.M.B. in the Horticulture Centre, Gillies Street, are 
proving to be quite satisfactory for our needs. Thus our long- 
standing historical connection with the School of Mines has 
been maintained. 

In November Brian Andrews took over the editorship of our 
monthly publication from Tony Dyson. Tony as editor and 
Virginia as assistant have maintained a high standard of 
reporting, editing and publishing during the past five years 
and we thank them most’ sincerely for their important 
contribution. 

At the end of 1997 an Award of Merit was presented to John 
Gregurke. The citation relating to the award detailed John’ S 
outstanding service to the Club for more than a decade. 
Periodic inspections of our endangered plant projects sites 
have revealed continuing strong development of the Anchor Plant 
(Discaria) plants. The Lepidiums at Bullarook appear to have 
succumbed to the proliferation of noxious weeds on the site. 

In conclusion, I wish to record my appreciation and thanks to 
members for their participation in various roles, thus ensuring 
the efficient and enjoyable functioning of the Club, and to the 
conscientious executive and committee members for their support 
and achievements during the year. In thanking you for the 
honour of presiding over the Club during the past two years, I 
add my best wishes to the incoming committee and the hope that 
the coming year will be one of growth and success for the Club. 
Greg. Binns, President 1997-8. 


Coastal Topics John Gregurke started the ball rolling with 

projections from the Lake Wendouree CD-ROM, we declared the 

Lake "coastal enough"! The favourite picture seemed to be the 

one of snow covered fairy-land. 

Carol Hall followed showing slides of the regeneration of the 
p3 


bluff at Barwon Heads over a ten year period from 1977 to 
1987. 
Ken Hammond showed slides of WA and SA. The 1.2m high ospreys 
nest aroused a lot of interest, as did the wonderfully painted 
buildings! 
Helen Burgess produced breath-taking views of Antartica and its 
wildlife. 
Elizabeth Stayt had a tray of shells that she collected in WA. 
Alan Morrison showed slides of SA and WA, including the shell 
beach at Shark Bay - and he had a good sample of the cemented 
shells. 
Lindsay Fink took us to our "inland sea", Lake Eyre. There was 
a fine aerial shot of brown fresh water displacing blue salt 
water. ‘ 
Greg Binns concluded with slides of our East coast, including 
‘Tasmania. 
Thanks to all concerned! BDA 


White-throated 
Needletail. 


Poter Slater. 
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CRESWICK EXCURSION 
A group of 10 headed out to Creswick on the 15th of March. The 
weather was delightfully cool compared to what we had been 
having over the last few months. Many of the exotic trees had 
their Autumn colours and wisps of smoke were coming out of 
quite a few chimneys. 
After a quick morning tea we headed off through the Koala Park. 
The white trunks of the candlebarks providing an attractive 
contrast to the greens and browns of the surrounding bush. The 
track. took us along beside a water race, past many old 
diggings. White Browed Scrub Wrens hopped through the 
undergrowth as the calls of Pied Currawongs echoed through the 
hills. Slender Dodder-laurel was one of the few plants in 
flower. I was.puzzled by the presence of old mussel shells 
beside the dried out race - how long had they been: there? 
A bright patch of yellow caught our eye, it was the old orchard 
- but we were too late for a feed, all we could find was a few 
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dried up plums!___There were lots of fox scats, full of 
blackberry seeds - the foxes hadn’t been going without fruit! 
The breached wall of Eaton’s dam was quite impressive and we 
noted 60m Manna Gums growing in what was the dam (the wall was 
breached about 60 years ago). 

Walking back to the car park there seemed to be more birds 
around - Eastern Shrike-tits, Buff-rumped Thornbills, Choughs, 
White-naped Honeyeaters, Yellow Robin, Grey Fantails etc. 

We had lunch at the eastern end of St Georges Lake and then had 
a wander round. Kevin convinced a Ring-tailed Possum to vacate 
its nest so that we could all observe the normally nocturnal 
creature. 

At Brian Gavins suggestion we went across the road to the Blue © 
Hole - a large pit dug by Portugese miners. The blue water 
rivalled that of Mt Gambier! , 
As we were standing on the edge two Little Black Cormorants 
dropped in like dive bombers - just above our heads, giving us 
a bit of a fright! A Little Eagle also obligingly soared above 
the hole. 

Our last stop was at the Portugese Pit, an open cut mine. 
There were Pardalote holes in the sand bank. Plenty of Chinese 
Coffee Bush and a wallabies foot, which on inspection had four 
toes - I couldn’t find a fifth! 

A very enjoyable day overall! BDA 
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MAMMALS OF BALLARAT...No 27...THE DINGO 

Dingo and Fox - Family Canidae. 

Canids are rather unspecialised carnivores with long muzzles, 
erect ears and strong claws which cannot be retracted. They 
are opportunistic predators on a wide range of vertebrates and 
invertebrates and will eat soft fruit as well. An adult male 
and female usually associate as a permanent pair and co-operate 
in rearing the young. Many canid species are social and may 
hunt in pairs or packs. 
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DINGO Canis familiaris dingo 

ORDER CARNIVORA, Family Canidae 

The Dingo is a member of an equatorial group of primitive dogs 
(New Guinea, S.E. Asia and Northern Africa) that differ from 
domestic dogs, among its different features is breeding once a 
year (twice in the domestic dog). 

It is a relatively new member of Australian Fauna. It was once 
thought that Aborigines brought them to Australia, but now they 
are thought to have been on Asian boats fishing for beche-de- 
mer and exchanged for food with the native inhabitants. Some 
Asian people eat dogs. 

Individuals occupy a well defined home range, the size of which 
varies with terrain and abundance of prey. It is an 
opportunistic feeder, mammals make up about 60% of the diet, 
reptiles and birds the remainder.Even the largest macropod is 
hunted, usually by 2 or more dingoes. Because domestic sheep 
have long been included in its diet, it was classed as a pest. 
Rabbits and feral pigs are considered more serious pests. 
Dingoes mate in autumn, 3-4 pups is usual but as few as 1 and 
as many as 8 may be born in late winter to spring. Dingoes are 
considered to be the most pure of all dogs, however many are 
now crossbred with domestic and feral dogs. They will mate 
readily with domestic dogs, leaving many hybrids. Some of our 
cattle dogs have dingo blood in them. The last stronghold of 
the species in Eastern Australia is the forests of the great 
dividing range. 

The longest fence in the world was built to keep dingoes out 
(or was it in?). Dingoes are thought to have displaced the 
Thylacine from mainland Australia because of the competition 
for food. 

For those who love dogs, the dingo is indeed a very elegant 
animal. They have a wide range of colours, from black and tan 
to apricot yellow. 

Their status is common. There are no subspecies. They are no 
longer around Ballarat in the wild, although they were once 
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MARCH POSER 
All conical shells are right handed - at least I havn’t seen a 
left handed one yet! 
Climbing plants are like humans - mostly right handed! Beans, 
Bindweed, Purple Coral Pea and Slender Dodder-laurel are right 
handed, while the Honeysuckle, Hop and Black Bryony are left 
handed! 
I must admit I can’t explain the above observations! I was 
hoping that someone would tell me! 


APRIL POSER - A CROSSWORD FOR A CHANGE! 
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ACROSS.1.World Wide Fund for Nature symbol 7.Backward is 
8.Tenth month? 9.___ moth, drinking vessel 11.Endures. 13.How 
many horns on a white rhino? 14. 12th and 19th letters 
15.Scram! 17.Longest living mammal 21.Morning condensation - w 
ee Old = energy unit 23.Regional Science Association 
24.Jacobson’s organ detects it 26.Radiotelephony 27.Social 
insect 28.Indirect mulberry leaf product. 

DOWN. 1.Insect induced swellings on plants 2.Donkey 3.Most 
abundant gas in air 4.Marijuana 5.Wind direction around Aust. 


high 6.Formic » ant sting 10.Conifers 12.Fire residues 
16.Killer Whale 17.Not cold 18.Where is Olympus’ Mons? 
19... dote, to counteract poison 20.Home of the Kea 21.1440 


minutes 25.It has Sturt’s Desert Rose as its floral emblem. 
-~~-=- AND what’s in the grey boxes? __ 
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